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Rye Hills is an 11 – 16 mixed comprehensive Specialist Sports and Drama College serving the eastern half of Redcar and the surrounding area. Currently there are c1155 students on roll. The school is one of eleven 11 – 16 secondary schools serving the population of Redcar and Cleveland, a unitary authority created several years ago after the break –up of the old county of Cleveland. 
Redcar itself is situated on the coast and the National Parks of the North York Moors and North Pennines are within an hour’s drive. There is a good range of relatively cheap housing available locally and within the surrounding towns, and the major shopping centres of Middlesbrough, Newcastle and the Gateshead Metro Centre are all easily accessible. The town itself is still relatively dependent on the chemical and steel industries, both of which have gone through some fairly traumatic times in the last twenty years, with a consequent effect on employment opportunities, particularly as they affect young people entering the labour market.
A Rapidly Improving School

Rye Hills School is an 11-16 Sports and Drama College on the outskirts of Redcar in the North East of England. We are a rapidly improving school which has undergone significant change since the arrival of the new Headteacher, just over a year ago. This has allowed us to build on the firm foundations of the previous Headteacher. The 2011 results were record breaking for the school with 63% of the young people achieving 5A*-C including English and Maths a rise of 13% on the previous year. This achievement and the rise over three years has now placed us into the top 50  improving schools in the country. Our 5A*-C figure has also seen a rise from 70% to 80% this year. This is within the framework of a fairly traditional curriculum that is not dependent on the high equivalencies of BTEC or OCR qualifications. This places us in a very strong position in the new landscape of the Coalition Government. Our philosophy is "the right qualification for the right individual". To achieve this every student and their parent / carer has a meeting to discuss options with a senior member of staff. Options are selected to help
the student and not the school.

So what have we done to enable this significant upward trend?

There are five fundamental areas that have contributed to the school’s success:

 A forensic and rigorous interrogation of data, and the intelligent use of 
   that data to target interventions.

 A symbiotic relationship between English and Mathematics, allowing for    
   intelligent matching and targeting of resources.

 Shared responsibility for raising achievement and progress through the 
   RAP team, which draws together the academic and pastoral drive to 
   ensure targeted individuals achieve their best.

 A responsive curriculum that meets the needs of all students and not only 
    the most able, combined with powerful, engaging and improving 
    teaching and learning.

 A strong House System which ensures that no young person is left behind, 
   built on the foundation of authentic communication with parents and 
   carers.
However, we believe that school is about so much more. The day to day learning needs to be complemented with a wide ranging diet of activities within and beyond school.

Rye Hills School has been a Specialist Sports College since July 2005 and is the main site for the Redcar and Eston School Sports Partnership.  Specialist Status has enabled us to secure curriculum developments and increased pupil participation in PE and Sport for our primary and special school partners which has also been supported by staff development and a programme of festivals and competitions. As a school, the specialism has been instrumental in driving developments in achievement, learning, teaching, assessment and curriculum which resulted in the school being runner up in the Daily Telegraph Sports College of the year in 2010. The promotion of the values of good sportsmanship are complemented by acquisition of student confidence, respect and support for one another through Drama, our second specialist subject, which exemplify the ethos of the school.

The Youth Project has been running for three years at Rye Hills and is designed to attract students into school on Friday evenings between 6 pm and 9 pm to engage them in sport and leisure activities and to help prevent their access to alcohol, illegal substances and to avoid involvement in incidents of anti-social behaviour in the community. It is also an opportunity for students to learn new skills, improve fitness, health and well-being and to socialise in a safe environment. Support staff and ex-Rye Hills students are employed as leaders of a range of activities which include: table tennis, snooker, dance, cooking, football, film, tennis, Wii Fit and games.

A key development for the school is the establishment of the Redcar and Marske Specialist Schools Trust. Rye Hills is partnered as a Foundation / Trust school with three other secondary schools and a special school. This partnership is very strong and highly adaptable. We share curriculum provision and will be appointing a CEO who will be guiding us in joint procurement and commissioning. This Trust also has external partners who are representatives of local businesses and FE providers, and together we are dedicated to ensuring the best educational outcomes for all the young people across the Trust. Underpinning our success is a vibrant House system with vertical tutoring. More recently we have implemented a highly successful Student Council, with an appointed body fronted by our fabulous Head Boy and Girl and an elected body of tutor representatives. This council has been pivotal in the complete re-branding of the school including, a new logo and uniform. This has had a significant impact on the schools ethos.

We pride ourselves on our provision across the educational spectrum. As well as some outstanding outcomes for our most able young people we are also recognised as a centre of excellence for students with highly complex needs. We are working to become the school of choice for those with Special Needs and disabilities and are striving, through small specialist support groups with  dedicated SEND teachers, to ensure significant outcomes for these young people.

If you want to know more about our school please visit our website on:  www.ryehills.com

Rye Hills School,
Redcar Lane,
Redcar,
TS10 2HN
Phone: 01642 484269
Fax: 01642 484961
Neil Appleby (Headteacher)
Overall, then, these are very exciting times for Rye Hills. If you apply you could be joining an experienced and dedicated staff in an expanding and successful school. Good luck if you decide to go ahead – if not, thank you for considering us.
Please note:
In accordance with local and national policy on such matters any appointment at Rye Hills is offered subject to:

· successful Enhanced CRB checking
· documentary proof of qualifications (originals only)
· satisfactory references, both as to character and employment history
· appropriate and acceptable reasons for any break in service, with proof thereof
· if a teacher, membership of the GTC
· where appropriate, a medical check as to satisfactory health.




